
French Curriculum Intent

Summary Statement 

At Beechwood, the French curriculum is rooted in the school’s underlying aims, ethos and values. Through the 

nurturing of a growth mindset, Beechwood pupils discover that language learning is interesting and fun.  The 

curriculum is carefully designed to equip our pupils with the knowledge, skills and vocabulary they need to 

understand a foreign language.  

The Beechwood curriculum for French aims to: 

• develop children’s language learning skills and create an awareness that all language has a structure and

that this structure differs for different languages.

• develop pupils’ ability to communicate in French at a basic, practical level using short, simple phrases and

language structures.

• stimulate a continuous awareness of French through displays in the school environment and an integration

of French expressions within the classrooms.

• foster pupils’ curiosity and a positive attitude to learning another language.

• Introduce pupils to the culture of French-speaking countries and communities

• lay the foundations for further language learning at Key Stage 3 and equip pupils to study and work in other

countries.

Key Concepts and Ideas: 

The curriculum is progressive in terms of knowledge, skill and vocabulary and designed so children both acquire new 

knowledge but also revisit this at intervals to ensure they build a schema to master what they have learnt.  In 

addition, the curriculum provides children with a working knowledge of the linguistic structure: feminine, masculine 

forms and the conjugation of high frequency verbs; key features and patterns of language; how to apply these, for 

instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are like their Mother Tongue. Children should be 

encouraged to take risks when studying a new language and be able to identify social conventions at home and in 

other cultures.  

French body of knowledge – a rationale 

The curriculum is based on a highly structured scheme in line with the National Programme of Study for Languages: 

Language Angels. The flexible, interactive plans of the scheme ensure the teaching and learning is tailor made so 

mastery can be achieved and there is a breadth of resources available for each topic; additionally, the curriculum 

ensures new grammatical or phonological concepts are constantly revisited so prior learning is embedded and 

meaningful Opportunities for pupils to engage in real life situations are paramount and the curriculum ensures that 

the language learning is relevant, motivating and interesting.  



 

By the end of Year 3 pupils should:   

 

 



 

 

By the end of Year 4 pupils should:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of Year 5 pupils should:  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

By the end of year 6, pupils should: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Relevance to School Curriculum Aims 

Learning is meaningful, relevant and enjoyable 

The curriculum affords opportunities for the children to learn French in a meaningful, authentic, practical and 

enjoyable way. An emphasis is placed on language learning through sharing rhymes, songs, stories and using role-

play which helps to motivate and develop their enthusiasm for learning French. Pupils and teachers are encouraged 

to use year group-specific French phrases in their classroom on a daily basis; thus, enabling pupils to see that 

learning continues outside of French lessons. Interactive displays in the corridor and KS2 French assemblies, for 

example, increase the profile of the language across the school and encourage pupils to participate in enjoyable 

challenges that consolidate their learning.  

An extended concept of curriculum provision 

“Wow Experiences” are planned during the year, across the school to provide an extended concept of the learning 

that transcends the boundaries of the classroom and school. The involvement of native language teachers in these 

drop-down sessions/days ensure children are further immersed in learning about French culture and language. This 

provision has been offered to EYFS and KS1 as a way of introducing foreign language learning in younger children.  

 


