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Attendance  

 

September is Attendance Awareness Month at 

Beechwood Primary School, and the whole 

school community has embraced the opportunity 

to celebrate the importance of being present and 

punctual. Assemblies across all year groups have 

focused on how regular attendance helps children 

build strong foundations for learning, friendships, 

and future success. Teachers and staff have 

worked together to create engaging displays, 

classroom activities, and daily reminders that 

reinforce the message: every school day matters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the month, children have been 

encouraged to reflect on how arriving on time and 

attending every day helps them feel confident, stay 

on track with their learning, and be part of the 

exciting things happening in school. Assemblies 

have included friendly discussions, and shout-outs 

to pupils who consistently show great attendance 

and punctuality. These celebrations help children 

understand that being in school isn’t just about 

lessons—it’s about being part of a team, growing 

together, and making the most of every 

opportunity. 

Beechwood has seen a very strong start to the 

school year, with pupils showing real 

determination to be in school every day and on 

time. The weekly attendance competition has 

added a fun and motivating twist, with each class 

striving to be crowned the top attendance group 

during Friday assemblies. So far this month, Class 

6 has taken the lead with the highest attendance, 

but other classes are very close behind, making the 

competition incredibly tight and exciting. The 

energy and enthusiasm from pupils have been 

fantastic to see. 

Children across the school have shown great pride 

in their attendance achievements, and many are 

working together to encourage their classmates to 

come in every day. Teachers have noticed how this 

positive peer support is helping to build a strong 

sense of responsibility and teamwork. Pupils are 

learning that their efforts not only help themselves 

but also contribute to their class’s success. This 

shared goal is helping to create a culture of 

encouragement and celebration around 

attendance and punctuality. 

To make the celebrations even more meaningful, 

Beechwood’s Attendance Ambassador has been 

gathering pupil voice from across the school. 

Children have shared their ideas for rewards and 

prizes linked to attendance and punctuality, 

suggesting everything from extra playtime and 

certificates to special treats and fun activities. 

These ideas are helping shape future attendance 

initiatives, and many of the suggestions have been 

featured on the school website for families to 

explore and support. 

Beechwood Primary is proud to champion 

student-led ideas and continues to build a culture 

where every child feels motivated, valued, and 

ready to succeed. Attendance Awareness Month 

has been a brilliant way to highlight the 

importance of being present and punctual, and the 

school looks forward to continuing these efforts 

throughout the year. With such a strong start and 

enthusiastic participation from pupils, staff, and 

families, Beechwood is well on its way to making 

every day count. 

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all 

the parents and carers who continue to 

communicate with the school regarding their 

children’s attendance and punctuality. Your 

support and partnership are greatly appreciated 

and play a vital role in helping us maintain high 

standards and ensure every child gets the best 

possible start to their day. 
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Trips, Visits and Experiences 

 

Year 3 Stone Age to Iron Age workshop 

This week, Catherine Conyard visited our school to 

lead us on a journey through the Stone Age, Bronze 

Age and Iron Age during an exciting workshop. We 

explored reconstructed sources to learn about life 

in the Stone Age, drew our own cave paintings and 

learnt all about roundhouses.  

 
 

Year 5 Victorian Workshop 

Matthew Bellwood visited year 5 to do a workshop 

about Victorian Leisure. Using a variety of different 

sources, we discovered how the Victorians enjoyed 

spending their free time (when they had any!) 

Matthew taught us how the Victorians did lots of 

things that we still do today, such as going to the 

theatre or visiting an aquarium. He also told us 

about the different activities they enjoyed that we 

do not do today. Year 5 were shocked to learn that 

going to watch a public execution was popular! 

Matthew showed us the very first film made very 

close to Beechwood (in Roundhay) by Louis Le 

Prince and taught us a popular Victorian song.  

 

 
 

Year 5 Leeds Grand Theatre Trip 

Year 5 had a wonderful time visiting The Grand 

Theatre to see Northern Ballet's inspiring 

performance of Merlin. The children participated in 

a two-hour story workshop before the trip so that 

they could understand what was happening in the 

ballet and they were absolutely mesmerised by the 

music, props and incredibly talented dancers. The 

Year 5 team are very proud of the children's 

maturity and behaviour throughout the show and 

we can't wait to get stuck into our own workshops 

with Northern Ballet over the coming weeks! 

 

 
 

European Day of Languages 

We had a fantastic European Day of Languages on 

Friday! The whole school enjoyed Hello Bingo, 

racing to collect greetings in different languages, 

and our cake competition wowed us again with 

colourful, creative bakes. A highlight was the 

brilliantly run Year 6 French Café, where pupils 

served with style and gave everyone a chance to 

practise their French. Classes also explored Europe 

through art, flags and country posters. It was a fun 

filled, exciting day celebrating the richness of 

languages and cultures!  
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Harvest 

On Tuesday 30th September, Rev. Anne is coming 

into school to talk to us about Harvest in assembly. 

We are asking for food donations for St. Richards 

Foodbank again this year. Please send any 

donations of canned, dried or packaged food to 

the school office. Thanks in advance.  

 

Parent Year Group Meetings  

Thank you to all the parents who were able to 

attend your year group meeting. Our teachers were 

able to talk to you about what will happen in each 

year group this year and answer some of your 

questions. If you were not able to make this 

meeting, the information is available on our 

website here. 

 

Staff news 

After 37 years of dedicated service to Beechwood 

Primary School our lunchtime supervisor Christine 

Beveridge (known to some as Miss Green) has 

decided to take retirement.  We wish her all the 

best for this new chapter of her life. 

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

This week’s online safety focus is about how to 

keep safe while using Snapchat. The age restriction 

for the app is 13 years old plus. It is a popular app 

among children and young people that allows 

users to share spontaneous photos and videos 

with friends. Please see the link below for advice to 

help parents and carers support responsible use.  

Safeguarding 

We now have a new safeguarding section on our 

website. Please check here regularly for updates. 

If you are worried about any safeguarding situation 

or about your child being harmed, then you should 

contact Miss Roberts (Designated safeguarding 

lead), Mrs Giles or Mrs Ticala (Deputy designated 

safeguarding leads) to share your concerns.  

 

Nursery Places 

We have a small number of 3-year-old nursery 

places available for both 15 hour and 30 hour 

places. Please contact the school office for more 

information and share this with family and friends. 

  

 

Free School Meals 

All children in Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 are 

entitled to free school meals, Children in years 3- 

year 6 may be entitled to free school meals if you 

as their parent receive any of the following: 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

https://www.beechwoodprimaryschool.co.uk/class-pages-3/
https://www.beechwoodprimaryschool.co.uk/safeguarding-1/
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• income-related Employment and Support 

Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and 

Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also 

entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks 

after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 

2018 your household income must be less than 

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 

benefits you get) 

If you think your child may be eligible 

for free school meals, please click here to apply 

online  or if you would prefer a paper copy of the 

application form please visit the school office.  

 

Key Dates 

1st October 

9:00am 

Cluster Coffee Morning. Parents 

are invited to meet the cluster 

team and find out information 

and services they offer 

2nd October Class 13 – Skelton Grange 

3rd October 0-19 Nurses’ Visit – Year 6 

8th October Class 14 – Skelton Grange  

8th October 

9:00am 

Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 

parents invited to learn how you 

can support your child with 

home reading and phonics  

15th October Year 2 – Yorkshire Wildlife Park 

17th October Year 4 – Leeds City Museum  

 

National closing date for Year 7 applications for 

September 2026 is 31st October 2025.  

 

School App 

Please remember to download 

the school App so that you don’t 

miss any communication. 

https://www.theschool.app/ 

 

 

https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals
https://www.theschool.app/
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