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Important Vocabulary

Reliability
The quality of being
trustworthy or of
performing consistently
well.

Evaluate

To judge or determine the
significance, worth or
quality
Democratic/democracy
A system of government by
the whole population or the
eligible members of a
state, typically through
elected representatives.
Ruling Power

The ruling group of peaple
ina country is the group
that controls its affairs.
Law

A system of rules created
and enforced through
social or governmental
institutions to regulate
behaviour that everyone
must obey.

[t 510083570 [ e 75514 | [ Bt sms $30E 53075

Ancient Greece is a civilisation that started 2000 to 2500
years ago and ended in 146 BC. In ancient Greek times the land
was known as Hellas and is known as one of the greatest
civilisations in world history. It is known as the ‘birthplace’ of
western civilisation and led the way in art, architecture,
politics and science as well as many other things.

Greece is a European country. It is a very mountainous country.
made up of the mainland and over 2000 little islands
surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea. It has a Mediterranean
climate with summers that are usually hot and dry and winters
that are cold and wet.

Athens was the home of the first democracy which they called
‘demokratia’ meaning rule of the people. This meant that all
the citizens in Athens met together regularly, to decide how
the city should be run. Only free adult males could vote or hold
public of fice. Women could not vote and slaves were not
regarded as citizens at all.

R -

Map of Greece today





image2.jpeg
Important Vocabulary
Council

A special group of elected
people who make important
decisions about a fown
Governed

To have been in charge of
affairs actions and policies
of the state and people
Organisation

An organised group of
people with a particular
purpose, such as
government

Social

Living in a community and
not alone

Political

Relating o the government
or public affairs of
country or region
Religious

What people believe about
God or gods and how they
worship

Cultural

The customs and traditions
of people including art,
music and literature.

Year 4 Ancient Greece

Olympics
The ancient Greek Olympic Games began in 776 BC

in Olympia and were held in honour of Zeus. They
were held every 4 years. Some of the first events
were the running race, wrestling, chariot racing

and the pankration which was the most dangerous
of all. Only men were allowed o participate.

Male and female parts

Theatre were played by men.

Ancient Greek plays were either tragedies or
comedies. The plays were performed in open-air
amphitheatres which could hold up to 14,000
people. The actors wore masks which amplified
their voices.

Masks were made out of
stiffened linen or clay.

Food and Drink
Breakfast and lunch were light meals - usually bread dipped in wine and
water followed by dried figs, olives and cheese. The main meal was in the
evening. Food was eaten raw, boiled or roasted. They used honey instead
of sugar. They drank lots of wine. The wine was kept in an amphora.

Gods and Goddesses
The ancient Greeks believes in various gods and goddesses who had
special powers. The most important gods lived on Mount Olympus and
the king of the gods was Zeus. Temples were built as places to
worship the gods. The Parthenon is the most famous temple in Athens.





